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Message from the
Regional Directors

Dengue and  denoe |.L|.1::rnnrr|'|.|_531-: fever
{OHTF) are ecological disewses; They are setious
and reemerging problems  in Asin and the
Pacific, Globally, it is estimated thar 50 million
iy 100 million cases of denpue fover and SO0
000 cises of dengue hacmorrhagic fever oceur
annually, of which peady 25 000 are” facal
Cose fataline mares are high if treatment s
deloved or if it is nor appropriace, The disease
penerally occursin epidemics and ourbreaks,
althongh cages of dengus continte o ooour in
the “interepidemic periods once the local
circulation of vitus has been established in 2

COoLngry.

The epademiology of dengue has been
chariging owver the past 50 years. The frequency
of epidemics was 10 o 20 years prior to the
1950s. Bur now epidemics are reported every 2
b3 years ancl are becoming more severe.

Diuring the last five decades, the disense has
spread o new peographical wreas, incluodine
comntries and areas thar were not previously
affecred. Usually 3 disease affeceing the urban
populations, Jdengue and DHF are now
increasingly reported from arens summoanding
ciries and rural areas, wich young adulis hardest
hit:: The number of tases reported w0 WHO
las dtereased more that sevenfold over the Last

three decades,

The reeemerpence of denpue and DHF s
grribumd o rapid, unplinned and  uncone
trolled urbanization, with accompanying prob-
femes related o water management and solid
wiste disposal. The risk of spread iz enhaneid
by widespread trvel and migration. The tapid
sociceconomic development and  increasing
CONBEUMETiSM in countries and areas in Asia
amd the Pacificare leading o increased produc
i atd unsatisfictory management ol solid
non-bindeoidable wasee, further conmibuting
to the problem of dengue and DHE. - Effective
coneral of dengue and DHF and the tmely
pesponse i epidemits are humpered by a weak

health intrastrucmare,

The epidemics of denpue and DHF arract
media arenrion since they occur mostly in the
urban aress. Dengue and DHF have a substan-

tal adverze health and socceconomic impact.

Prevention supported by healthy  public
policies 15 the hkey oo effective control  of
dengue. For this o succeed, however, dengoe
and TYHFE prevention have 1o be the concern, of
evervone. Effectivie vector control and measures
for source reducrion are importint The
matnstwy of dengue and DHEF prevengion. and
cenitrol & public participation and communiny

mobilization, with a focus on menitsting of the %,

larvae and pipae followed by senrce redugg
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and personal protecrion. The conerol messures
ar public places supported by a legal and
reoulatory framework  are  necessary o
complement the household conreol measures

Tl.‘- |‘r.‘.

intersectoral action coondingted by

successiul, these require localdevel,
national
programmes for preventon and contrl

denzae and DEHE.
Deaths due to dengse ocour in cases wich
DHFE. Secking

mansagement have helped i reducing moralin

early care and swndard case
due to DHE This rECjLIreS behavioural chanoe
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and incressed  aocess o '\-fd'i'l-d?'lfl.l Casc

management for impact ar the national level,
The: timely  prediction or epidemics and
their prompt concrol are needed m reduce the
adverze impact of dengue.  This requires
effectivi surveillance, asa part of an integrated
I.'l:m'.]:"'vi.' Hl]r'\".":”;l:".l:L' sesTen, L‘Iilr.- ||'..|:1F_:_r{_'!"||l,'|'|1 "
and w mechanism for the eapid exchangze of
information. A network of laborarorics would
be wseful for confirming the virus and the
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Becopnizing the sravity of the sirparion, the
Fifoy-fifth World Health Assembly i 2002
adopred a tesolution oo retierate the need o
strengrhen the prevention and conrrol of
o nerwork for Tapid

dengue:. DenpueiNer,

informarion exchanae, has been esrablizhed by
YWHO as a best pracTice model o priamdhe
rapid information exchange n the control of

epidemics of dengoe and DHE  WHO has

amis .%.;,T;.

Samlee Plianhangchang M.D., Dir. PH,,

egiomal Direcror for Sourh-Ease Asia

developed Communicanon  Behavioural
Impace (COMBD and wsed protoeals for
commundcacion.. WHUY alsn has SUP wied thie
prevention and control of dengue thoough the

development and setting of Horms. and

capacity-
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building, FEACHITIS

scremethening of infrastrocoore, and research.

WHO aleo i supporting research on the
development of 8 vaccine for deneue since this
will e rhe most éffective presention  tool,
Acndemic insticudons and ocher partmers ang
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The Sourh:

Ease Asta and the Weseern Facific Besions of

dres Tor the rrearment-of dengue.
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and vontrol dengue since the emergence of this
disease. The rwe regions heve been jointly pubs
lishing the Dengue Bulledn, A seeategic frane-
woirk for prevention and conrrol of dengue and
DHE 2006-2000% has been prepared o sup-
port the prepacation of natonal, operatonal

urid lIIl_:'|'L':III.'I:||:.l!ll.llI 1'[4|:.\.

Global and resional parmerships should be

earablished and sustained 0 help mabilize

additional resources: for effectiv

and conmal of denmue and DHE.

PTevEntiOn
W simcenchy
hope that a parmers' forum ar alliance will be
-"r.'-"<|11i:-u.| M sUpport the ;|-L".'c|uprm'nr o
rational stncgies and operatdonal plans and to
TEVeTse The

help mobilize resources o TSI

reends in denoue and DVHE in the oo Remons.
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